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MIAMI REGIA REPRESENTATIVE, NEW SPANISH 
PRAESIDIUM, AND NEW OFFICER WELCOMED AT 

NOVEMBER CURIA MEETING 

Margaret Annis, Miami Regia Correspondent from our higher Legion of Mary Council, Esposa del Espiritu 
Santo (Spouse of the Holy Spirit), and Roxy Walters, newly appointed treasurer to Mary Untier of Knots are 
welcomed at the November Curia meeting. Officers for Esposa del Espiritu Santo are: Tulia Perez-President, 
Irma Mena-Vice President, Maria Williams, Secretary, and Armando Hurtado-Treasurer. The Hispanic 
praesidium meets at St. Catherine (Santa Catarina) on Spring Hill Avenue on Tuesdays (Martes) at 7:00 PM in 
El Barco Room. 
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THE ANNUAL GENERAL REUNION
By Patti Millette, Curia President 

Everything done in the Legion of Mary is to give glory to God by developing holiness in its members. It is 
sometimes hard to see how the Annual General Reunion, held around the time of the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, supports this aim. At the AGR, Legionaries are invited to what could be considered a big 
Christmas party mixed with Legion prayers and a talk on some aspect of Legion life. It is primarily social in 
nature, but with the goal of uniting us as active and auxiliary members and spiritual directors.  

Since this is an informal gathering, it gives us the opportunity both to socialize with our own praesidium but 
also to get to know those in other praesidia on a more personal level. Developing a genuine friendship and 
joy in being in the presence of our fellow members can become contagious and perhaps even draw others to 
an interest in serving Jesus through Mary. 

In the Legion of Mary we learn the importance of working as a team, of being accountable to others in 
everything we do, and of not showcasing ourselves to others in our work. We develop a genuine friendship 
with those we work with and are grateful for the opportunity to share with Mary in giving Jesus to others. As 
Legionaries, we should appreciate our AGR as a time when we can enjoy our Legion family and the joy of our 
common bond. Merry Christmas to all! 

You are Invited!

Annual General Reunion 

St. Patrick’s Parish in Robertsdale 

Saturday, December 14, 2019 

Rosary 9:00 am, Mass 9:30 a.m. 

Bring a potluck to share and join us for lunch. 
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MARY QUEEN OF PURGATORY 
By Patti Millette, Curia President 

During the month of November the Legion of 
Mary worldwide holds a mass for its deceased 
members.  It was while reading Chapter 17 in the 
Legion of Mary handbook on praying for deceased 
members that I was immediately struck with both 
awe and peace with the sudden awareness that 
Mary actually comforted those in Purgatory.  
Heaven-purgatory-hell are those somewhat 
nebulous terms …heaven being where I know I 
want to be whatever it is…hell where I definitely 
don’t want to be…and purgatory??? What  I know 
now is that I am comforted by knowing that the 
God of mercy allows Mary’s comfort to reach 
every crevice of whatever Purgatory is. 

We learn from others that Purgatory is part of the 
realm of Mary. Even St. Louis de Montfort, a major 
Patron of the Legion, encourages us to place in 
Mary’s hands the value of our prayers and 
satisfactions. In this way, those souls that we pray 
for will be relieved more abundantly than if we 
prayed for them by ourselves. 

We find reference to Mary in ancient prayers such 
as the Sub Tuum and in like manner there is 
reference to Mary helping souls in purgatory in 
what is an ancient prayer of the Mass in the 
opening prayer celebrated for deceased relatives 
and friend  …(‘Stories of Mary” from the Glories 
of Mary; New Revised Edition,  P. J. Kennedy &  
Sons.  Copyright 1888 by P. J. Kennedy):   

O God, giver of pardon and loving author of our 
salvation, grant, we pray you, in your mercy, that 
through the intercession of Blessed Mary, 
ever-Virgin, and all your Saints…There are also 
several saints who speak of Mary having the ability 
to intercede for us in special ways: 

• St. Thomas Aquinas tells us that Mary’s 
mediation is universal. She was involved in 
the work of redemption with the Redeemer 
and because of this is able to help souls in 
purgatory. 

• St. Bridget (St. Brigid) of Ireland reports in 
her writings that she heard Jesus in a vision 
say to Mary, “You are My Mother, the 
Mother of Mercy, and the consolation of 
the souls in purgatory.” 

• St. Faustina had a vision in which her 
Guardian Angel took her to purgatory 
where she saw Mary visiting the souls in 
purgatory. These souls called Mary the 
“Star of the Sea” and she brought them 
refreshment. 

• St. Bernadine of Sienna described the pains 
of purgatory “as waves, because they are 
transitory, unlike the pains of hell, which 
never end.” The servants of God 
tormented by these waves are often visited 
and given relief according to St. Bernadine. 

Every time we approach our Mass for the deceased 
during November, we should ask the Queen of 
Purgatory for her intercession.  We should pray 
that she will bring these souls comfort and relief 
and knowing that others will be praying in like 
manner for us. 



4 

ARE WE PREPARED? 
By Jeanne Rowe, Our Lady of Guadalupe 

What a beautiful time of year!  Soon we will celebrate the Feast of Christ the King, Thanksgiving, the Feast 
of the Immaculate Conception, the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, our AGR on December 14th, and 
Christmas!  So many days to gather together and honor Jesus and Mary. 

However, Advent is coming too.  Are we preparing our hearts for Jesus?  We will spend time preparing our 
homes for family and friends, buying food and gifts.    Now is a great time, in the midst of all that has to be 
done, to start preparing for Advent.  By the time this is published, we may already be in the Advent season.  
As members of the Legion of Mary, we will continue our works and attend our weekly meetings.  We may 
also be attending Advent services at church.  These weeks of Advent are a great way to prepare for Christmas. 

Our Blessed Mother certainly knew her life would change when the angel Gabriel appeared to her.  Imagine 
the trust she had and what she had to do to prepare for the birth of Jesus.  She and Joseph had many decisions 
to make.  I think of the long journey, the trust they had in God, to prepare for Jesus’ birth. 

Advent is our journey also.  Just like Mary and Joseph, we are preparing for the miracle of Christmas. 

Mary’s “yes” can be our “yes” too.  Yes, Our Blessed Mother, we are your Legion.  We are preparing our 
hearts for Jesus!  Merry Christmas! 
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WHAT MANNER OF MAN IS THIS 
Poem by Stephanie Semczuk- Our Lady of Grace 

Born with no place to lay His head except a lowly 
stable manger filled with hay; 

What manner of Man is this that angels 
announced his birth -  surely this must be the savior 
of men on earth; 

What manner of Man is this that guided by a star 
shepherds and wise men that came from afar; 

What manner of Man is this as a youth speaking 
in the temple elders were amazed with awe at all his 
heavenly wisdom; 

What manner of Man is this who turned water 
into wine, wine mad by the Savior’s hand, not the 
drunken kind;  

What manner of Man is this Satan could not 
tempt or destroy;   He is the Son of God and man 
in which Satan had no joy! 

What manner of Man is this who was crucified, 
hung on a cross and died for the sins of all men, no 
matter race and size; 

We are all God’s children, each and every one and 
there is no one greater than Him, no, not one!
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OUR SPIRITUAL WARFARE 
By Bill Jones, Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Our faith and the values we hold sacred are 
constantly under spiritual attack. This attack has 
become more obvious in recent times as we 
witness the great loss of Catholics from the ranks 
of our Church over the last 60 years. There is also 
the concern that our young people will encounter 
a decaying culture that in many respects has lost its 
faith in God. These individuals will have to be 
firmly grounded in the beliefs of our Catholic faith; 
much more so than in the past so that they will not 
be swept away by the false ideals promoted in the 
world of today.  

This continual battle makes me recall what a young 
Marine veteran wrote after the World War II 
concerning his daily struggle with the enemy in the 
Pacific Campaign. Enlisting at 19, he fought in a 
front line infantry company most of whom were 
killed or seriously wounded by the war’s end. His 
experience in physical combat bears a parallel 
similar to our spiritual combat today. He wrote of 
“the importance of doing your duty, despite the 
fear that clawed at your heart. That was the 
purpose of training and discipline, that at the 
moment when destiny hangs in the balance, when 
chaos rules, where death is leering close, then a 
man does his duty. The instinct is to flee such 
horror, but discipline offers another way through.”  

Those of us in the Legion of Mary are also engaged 
in a battle-a battle for our souls and the souls of 
others. We have the training and discipline instilled 
in us by the Legion. After the struggles of this life 
when we are standing above the fray in heaven with 
the Lord, we will look back and remember all those 
times of struggle in this life when we thought we 
were alone and realize we were really working on 
our own sanctification with God’s help. As we look 
back, we will know that we did our duty, despite 

the fear that clawed at our hearts. We will know the 
purpose of our discipline and training, that at the 
moment when our destiny hung in the balance, we 
did our duty. When the Lord returns, he will find 
that small hardened core of the faithful who 
weathered the storm and courageously held on to 
the faith, never giving in to the illusions of Satan.  

We must remember that no matter how bad things 
seem, we must maintain our confidence that God 
is in control and will reward us for our faith. We 
are reminded of the words of St. Paul, “For I am 
already on the point of being sacrificed; the time of 
my departure has come. I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
will award to me on that day, and not only to me 
but also to all who have loved his appearing.” (II 
Timothy 4:6-8).
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MY JOURNEY TO THE LEGION OF MARY 
By: Cassandra Kilpatrick

My family was a Catholic family. My dad was 
Catholic and my mother was a Presbyterian who 
promised to raise her children in the faith.  She did 
a great job. She had ten children and I was the 
oldest.  I attended St. Joan of Arc School for all 
eight years and then spent all four years of high 
school at Bishop Toolen.  I made many lasting 
friendships at both.  My dad died when I was a 
senior. I was dating a Catholic young man at 
McGill. He was very supportive.  When I was a 
freshman at the University of South Alabama, my 
five-year-old sister was accidentally killed by my 
six-year-old brother. Another devastating blow. I 
married my young man at St. Joan of Arc and 
quickly found that neither of us was mature enough 
for such a contract.  We had a beautiful baby girl 
who died in crib death at three and a half weeks. 
We divorced a year later. I was angry. I did not feel 
support from the church I had counted on.  

I met a man who held me up and gave me the care 
that I needed.  He was from a staunch Baptist 
family.  I knew I needed the Lord so I joined his 
church and, for forty years, I was an exemplary 
Baptist.  I had three children, two intelligent 
daughters and a son with Down Syndrome who 
lives with us today. My daughters had children who 
they opted to send to Catholic schools.  They came 
to love the faith that I had loved as a child and 
young adult.  My daughters and their spouses and 
children all became Catholics.  I stayed on in the 
Baptist church.  The Lord had a plan.  I prayed 
about it all the time.   

The church I had attended forever was in turmoil.  
We had called a pastor who was nothing like any 
other pastor we had ever had.  He did not do things 
the way we thought they should be done. I was on 
many committees. He headed them up and, at one 
of them, I disagreed with him. He told me that if I 
did not agree with how he did things perhaps I 
should find another church. There it was. After all 

those years, find another church. I talked to my 
husband. I talked to my girls and I talked to Father 
Savoie.  Before I could receive the sacraments, I 
had to have my first marriage annulled. Father 
Savoie helped me through the process. It took a 
long time but he encouraged me.  

During this time, my sister and my brother passed 
away. He left us his twelve-year-old son and asked 
that we raise him at St. Pius and send him to McGill.  

Finally, I was a practicing Catholic. One Sunday 
they passed out the tithing folder which also 
included a section for time and talents.  What 
would you like more information on? I chose 
several things. The Legion of Mary was one of the 
boxes I checked. Mary Wiggins and Doll Rabbeitt 
pursued me to visit the Legion meeting to see if it 
was something I would be interested in. The whole 
of the Legion idea filled a hole in my heart.  I was 
in, totally and completely.  I still feel that joy every 
time I go. It has empowered me to share my faith.  
I love the Legion of Mary and all that it is. Now, 
the office of Secretary of my Praesidium (Our Lady 
Assumed into Heaven) and Vice President of the 
Curia are mine. I love the Blessed Virgin Mary and 
the Catholic Church.
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BABY VISITS 
BY: Yvonne DeMouy 

Our Lady Assumed into Heaven has the joy and privilege of visiting new babies in St. Pius X Parish. I had 

the pleasure of visiting a young family.  The visit was led by legionary, Sr. Cassandra Kilpatrick.  We presented 

the parents with a copy of First Steps: A Baby Journal from Baptism to First Reconciliation for the new baby. 

We also presented the Children’s Bible for the older siblings. The parents were most gracious and welcoming. 

We said a prayer of blessing for the baby and his parents. They expressed their appreciation that we came by 

to welcome their new precious gift from God. 
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HONORING OUR LADY 
By Adrienne Davis 

Throughout the month of October the Legionaries of the Praesidium of Our Lady of Mt Carmel at Little 
Flower Catholic Church honored Our Lady, under the title, Our Lady of Fatima, with a  rosary before the 
evening Masses with joyful participation from fellow parishioners.   

OUR LADY OF FATIMA – OUR JUNIOR PRAESIDIUM 
By: Iain Perkins, Our Lady of Fatima 

Our Lady of Fatima Junior Praesidium is a nice, growing, and active 
Praesidium.  We have our weekly meeting on Sundays from 2:00 p.m. 
to 3:15 p.m.  

Occasionally we have abbreviated meetings that usually last 30 minutes 
after which we go to a nursing home nearby. The smiles on the faces of the 
residents and staff are priceless. I would not trade them for the world. 
Listening to the residents' stories brings joy to me, the other Praesidium 
members and the residents themselves.  

We also do social work such as going to McDonald's and handing out 
Miraculous Medals to the customers. One time, we went to Get Air 
trampoline park to hand out medals out of which arose some interesting 
conversations and a fun time.  

But most of all doing these special activities brings the Praesidium closer together and closer to God. We are 
a young, fun-loving, active Praesidium that meets on Sundays at the St. Dominic's Murphy center. It is a joy 
to be a part of the Junior Legion! I know I've had fun and I also know that our dear Blessed Mother Mary is 
smiling down upon us as well.  God Bless. 
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WELCOME TO ADVENT! 
By: Lucy Park, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 

Changing seasons bring new responsibilities in 

familiar clothing – prayer, home, school, work, 

leisure – and unexpected surprises from God -- His 

love’s gifts, meant to bring us closer to Him and so 

to our true selves.  

For our Mother, that first Advent, meant for quiet 

joy and practical preparation in her home for the 

arrival of her God  Incarnate in her womb was 

spent otherwise. The command of an earthly 

Emperor had sent her and Joseph to his ancestral 

town, “to be counted,” for royal purposes. 

Obedient and trusting, the three, leaving 

everything familiar behind, traveled to this new 

place where God’s Son would be born. And then? 

“Too soon to plan,” Joseph had said, and her heart 

agreed. They would do what God showed them, 

and meanwhile, settle , trusting, in His Love’s  

embrace,  and taste this different kind of peace.  

For us the waiting is the same. As our own selves, 

as Legion and as Church,  we carry Jesus Who is 

being formed in us day by day by the work of the 

Holy Spirit, in a world hostile, or simply indifferent, 

to Him. Awaiting His birth and His coming to full 

Manhood in our souls, we learn His loveliness  

breath by breath, as, in pain, we release our grip on 

our own selves as our center, allowing Him to 

empty us, that He may fill us with Himself 

becoming  entirely incarnate in in us.  

So, we join  Him in evangelizing the world, loving 

and serving, person by person all we meet,  begging 

for full life in Him for each, and singing with the 

Church the Night Prayer Advent Antiphon of our 

Mother,  

Alma Redemptoris Mater1

Loving mother of the Redeemer, 

Gate of Heaven, Star of the Sea, 

Assist your people who have fallen,  

yet strive to rise again. 

To the wonderment of Nature,  

you bore your Creator, 

yet remained a Virgin after, as before. 

You who received Gabriel’s joyful greeting, 

Have pity on us poor sinners. 

1 American Liturgy of the Hours translation.


